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Many of the black and white photographs are bad; for in-
stance, I should doubt that a nondermatologist would see much 
wrong with the patient's back which is meant to represent 
systemic lupus erythematosus on page 96. On the other hand, 
for a medium priced book there are a more than adequate 
number of reasonable photographs. The color atlas near the 
beginning demonstrates different types of lesions well. 
The descriptions of diseases are on the whole accmate, al-
though it is strange that in the description of necrobiosis 
lipoidica diabeticorum in the scarring alopecia section, this 
disease is described as mainly occurring on the scalp; and no 
cross reference is made to other sections on the same disease 
(where adequate distribution diagrams can be found) . In the 
section on thrombophlebitis no difference is noted between 
superficial and deep venous thrombosis. 
Important diagnostic criteria are emphasized in dark print 
which is helpful and tables, when they are used, are clear and 
thoughtful. Sometimes the paragraphs on histology are over 
brief, but on the whole, they are adequate for the function 
proposed. The book is correct not to go fwther into mechanisms 
or treatment, as accurate diagnosis is the fIrst step for us all 
and more major texts can be consulted for fmther reference. 
Overall, I like the book and think that its interesting and 
practical approach will be of value to the student of dermatol-
ogy and to the physician in practice. 
ANNE LAUMANN, M.B., M.R.C.P. 
University of Illinois 
Chicago 
Dermatology, Gerd Klaus Steigleder and Howard I. Maibach, 
Chicago and London, Yearbook Medical Publishers, (453 pp, 
$16.95) 
Dermatology is a paperback introductory textbook. It is best 
suited for medical students, family practice and internal medi-
cine residents, and practitioners other than dermatologists. 
Since it is small enough to fIt in the pocket of clinical jackets 
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and inexpensive, it should be especially appealing to students 
and residents. 
The general arrangement is superb. The fIrst section deals 
with structme and function, principals of examinations and 
principles of treatment. The remaining, major portion is de-
voted to diseases which are classifIed on the basis of morphol-
ogy, etiology, structmes affected, and distribution. Frequent 
highlighted summaries enhance the organization and clarity. 
The 243 black and white photographs are excellent in depict-
ing the more important featw'es of most diseases. For those 
with little experience in dermatology, color photographs would 
be much more helpful. However, considering the cost-benefIt 
ratio, the lack of color is justifIable. There are 55 diagrams, 
charts, and lists that are generally of good quality and are 
certain to facilitate learning. 
The text does not contain bibliographic references. However, 
there is a listing of many of the better general and special 
interest dermatology textbooks at the end. 
Dermatology is somewhat difficult to read because of the 
moderately small and closely set type. The information is 
generally reliable and well presented, but there are sections 
where the text has not been as critically synthesized or as 
carefully worded as I would expect from Howard Maibach. (I 
have not read other publications by Dr. Steigleder.) The minor 
defIciencies in the content are probably due to the fact that 
Dermatology is a translation from the second edition (1975, 
Germany) of Dermatologie and Venerologie published by 
Georg Thieme Verlag. Despite the foreign background, the 
style is fluent. 
In summary, Dermatology is what it was intended to be; a 
very good book for those with limited dermatologic knowledge. 
Most dermatologists will not need this book for their own 
libraries, but should be familiar with it since it is worthy of 
strong recommendation to others. 
Richard L. Zuehlke, M .D. 
Iowa City, Iowa 
